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that, for over two thousand years, Karnataka has been
either the birth-place or nursery of several faiths and sects.
There can be no doubt that, of all the provinces in India,
Karnataka has good reason to be proud of such characteris-
tic variety in religious life. It is true that this variety is
not and could not be the outcome of any voluntary plan on
the part of the people and that some of the religions are
found to exist in the Kannada country because they more
or less forced themselves on the population. But this is
partially true* We can prove from history that the res-
ponse, given to many religious schools except perhaps the
non-Hindu faiths, was generally voluntary and wholehearted,
when conversion was mostly by persuasion and not by
coercion. The reception that Sankara and Ramanuja were
accorded in the Kannada country though they hailed from
other parts of the South is proof of the generous mentality
of the people and their kings* The Jaina faith prospered in
Karnataka owing to its missionary activities, which were
based exclusively on persuasion. Even conversion to non-
Hindu faiths was not always coercive in the strict sense of
the term, since people were driven by economic and social
conditions to profess a new faith} that gave them food,
shelter and social status. Karnataka is proud of its religious
variety for its historical value as well as for the basic unity,
which it has striven to achieve in the midst of baffling
diversity. It will be seen that Karnataka has thus excellent
possibilities of contributing today to the building up of a
United India in spite of several castes and creeds. It is
clear from the above account that faiths like Viragaiva and
Madhva originated in Karnataka and their founders viz.,
Basava and Madhva were out and out personalities of Kar-